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1. INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT

CLAUDE, a good looking middle aged man wearing shabby coat, 
sits at a table in a smokey restaurant, dining by 
candlelight.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
I liked this dive. Best plate of 
stroganoff in town.

The waiter approaches with a bill.

WAITER
Would you like dessert, sir?

CLAUDE
No, I can’t stick around.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
Shame I could never go to the same 
restaurant twice.

Claude stands up and walks out without taking the bill. The 
waiter runs after him but Claude vanishes into an alley as 
the waiter exits the restaurant.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
I would say I was in-between jobs, but 
that would imply I was working on 
getting another one.

He finds a pile of blankets in the corner of the alley and 
flops down in it.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
I was also in-between beds, but I blame 
someone else for that. I suppose I 
could scrounge together money for a 
room, but why pay for a box where I 
can’t see the stars and the sheets 
smell just as bad as these do?

He toys with an orange BOTTLE OF PILLS, eventually taking 
out a pill. Before he can put one in his mouth, CARMEN, a 
homeless woman, approaches, pushing a RACK OF DRESSES.
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CARMEN
You mind?

CLAUDE
Be my guest.

Carmen sits down next to him. 

CLAUDE (V.O.)
I recognized her. I didn’t remember 
where I’d seen her before, but I knew I 
had.

The sound of sirens wail in the background and steam drifts 
from a vent. Carmen pulls out a PACK OF CIGARETTES. She 
offers one to Claude

CLAUDE
I don’t smoke.

CARMEN
Oh come on. What have you got to live 
for?

Claude ignores her.

CARMEN
Once upon a time I wouldn’t be smoking 
either. I used to be someone, you know. 
I wouldn’t have smoked then.

CUT TO: Flashback scenes illustrating Carmen’s narration.

CARMEN (V.O.)
I was the daughter of the wealthiest 
family in town. I was the ultimate 
socialite. I could go to any party, 
everyone wanted me to be their friend. 
Hell, I went to Yale just ‘cause daddy 
was rich. Then it turned out he was 
embezzling money and he lost his 
company. Then he shot himself, right in 
the eye socket. Boom. I was left with 
two hundred fifty dollars and no house, 
and no job. 
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CUT TO: Back in the alley.

I’ve never worked a day in my life, and 
why start now? So what about you? I’ve 
given you my sob story, what’s yours?

CLAUDE
I lost my job.

CARMEN
Oh come on, I need more than that. Who 
did you work for, why did they fire 
you?

CUT TO: Flashback scenes illustrating Claude’s narration.

CLAUDE
I worked for a pharmaceutical company, 
Hawxicon. I was close to becoming CEO. 
I was rich, I had it made.

CARMEN
So what happened?

CLAUDE
I was better at the job than the boss  
was. He was afraid I would take his 
position. I’d kill to have that job 
back. Then my fiancé left me and she 
owned the house.

CUT TO: Back in the alley.

CARMEN
What if we tried again. You know, tried 
to work our way up or something?

CLAUDE
Sure, that’s what they all say. Just 
work hard enough and you’ll make it.

CARMEN
No really, I mean what do we have to 
lose? I sneak into parties all the 
time, it’s not hard to look like a big 
shot.
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CLAUDE
The corporate ladder is not the same as 
sneaking into a party.

2. INT. PARTY - NIGHT

CLAUDE (V.O.)
Then again, Carmen snuck into a lot of 
parties.

Carmen pulls NATHAN out of a party, into an elevator, they 
start kissing.

NATHAN
You never…told me…your name.

CARMEN
Carmen.

NATHAN
Oh, my name is Na—

CARMEN
You think I care?

3. INT. HOTEL ROOM - MORNING

Carmen crawls out of bed next to Nathan, gathering up her 
things. She goes back to the bed and pulls Nathan’s wallet 
out of his pocket. She starts to pull out his cash, but 
sees his business cards which read “Nathan Hawthorn, CEO, 
Hawxicon pharmaceuticals.” She takes the business card 
instead.

4. EXT. HAWXICON - LATE AFTERNOON

Claude speaks to KEATON, a Hawxicon employee.

KEATON
I’m sorry, Claude, but if I take any 
more someone will notice. You know that 
better than anyone.
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CLAUDE
I just need a couple days worth. I’ve 
been stretching it out as much as I can 
already.

KEATON
No, I’m sorry. Talk to me next week. 
But, Claude, take this.

Keaton gives Claude a pistol.

KEATON (CONT.)
If you’re not going to get a job and 
somewhere to live you need to protect 
yourself out there. And my wife wants 
it out of the house anyway.

CLAUDE
At least that’s all she wants out of 
the house.

Claude starts to wander back to his alleyway, but starts 
going through withdrawal, shivering, retching and 
hallucinating. 

CLAUDE (V.O.)
The worst part about Oxymorph was the 
withdrawal. It didn’t really make you 
feel that much different until you 
couldn’t have any.

By the time he is back to the alley, it is nearly dark. At 
that point Carmen returns as well.

CARMEN
You look like shit. What happened?

CLAUDE
Piss off, I don’t want to talk to you.

CARMEN
Yeah, well, you aren’t exactly my idea 
of a hot date. Look, I know you think 
it’s impossible to get your job back, 
but I bumped into Nathaniel Hawthorn, 
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CARMEN (CONT.)
and I could manipulate him like dough. 
You give me one week and you’ll be CEO.

Claude throws his empty pill bottle.

CLAUDE
There’s only one way he’d give me my 
job back, and that involves blackmail.

CARMEN
What do you suggest?

CLAUDE
Threaten to tell his wife about you and 
him.

CARMEN
How did you know?

CLAUDE
I know what bumping into someone means 
for you.

CARMEN
He didn’t tell me he was married.

CLAUDE
Would it have mattered?

CARMEN
Would I be blackmailing him if it did?

CLAUDE
Why are you helping me?

CARMEN
I don’t know. Maybe I like you.

5. INT. HOTEL ROOM - NIGHT

Carmen sits smoking near Nathan.

CARMEN
You’re a married man. What’s in all 
this for me?
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NATHAN
Whatever you’d like, I’m open to 
suggestions.

CARMEN
How about Vice President of your 
company? A friend of mine needs a job.

NATHAN
Darling that position is filled. How 
about dignity and social power? 

CARMEN
Tempting, but don’t I have that 
already?

NATHAN
Of course. That’s why you were at the 
gala without an invitation.

CARMEN
What are you talking about? Of course I 
had an invitation.

NATHAN
The only reason you weren’t physically 
removed from the premise was because I 
told the management I thought you were 
pretty.

CARMEN
Well maybe I won’t ruin your life after 
all, Nathan Hawthorn.

NATHAN
That was the plan, was it?

He kisses her.

6. EXT. PAY-PHONE - DAY

Simon exits his opulent house with another man. They walk 
past claude who is standing on the street corner. He is 
smoking, wearing a fedora over his eyes and watches them 
go. They get into Simon’s car and drive away. Claude throws 
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away the cigarette and walks up to the house. After a bit 
of searching he finds a key under the doormat and enters 
the house. He picks up the phone and dials. Meanwhile he 
starts poking through files and the papers on a computer 
desk.

CLAUDE
Hi Susan, it’s me. I know you didn’t 
want anything to do with me when we 
split, but I would really like to talk 
again. I’m working on getting my job 
back. I’m not sitting around like a bum 
anymore like you said. Call me back. 
But don’t, because I don’t have a 
phone. I’ll call you later.

Finally Claude settles on taking a thumb drive from the 
computer.

7. INT. BAR - NIGHT

Carmen approaches Simon, the Vice President of Hawxicon, in 
a nearly empty bar. Keaton is also in the bar and observes 
the scene.

CARMEN
Hello, handsome, buy me a drink.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
The plan was seduction. Carmen was so 
convinced of her skills that she 
thought she could charm a man I 
insisted was not partial to the gentler 
sex.

SIMON
Who are you?

CARMEN
Doesn’t matter. I know your name, 
you’re Simon, the VP of that big old 
pill dispenser.

SIMON
Yeah maybe. What’s it to you?
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CARMEN
I don’t know, I like big pill 
dispensers. Now where’s my drink?

Simon stands up and starts to leave.

SIMON
I know who you are, you’re Hawthorn’s 
little side project. What do you want 
with me?

CARMEN
Oh, Hawthorn. It’s a shame you know 
about that, I’m afraid that project is 
over. Turns out he’s married. Now is 
that drink coming?

SIMON
Sure, why not?

Simon signals to the bar tender, puts a couple bills on the 
bar, stands up and starts walking to the door.

CARMEN
Where are you going?

SIMON
I’m not interested, Lady.

CARMEN
Well shit.

Simon exits the bar and is immediately grabbed by Claude 
who is pressing Keaton’s gun into his side.

CLAUDE
What ever happened to chivalry?

CLAUDE (V.O.)
Luckily I insisted on having a backup 
plan.

Carmen joins them outside.

CARMEN
Claude we need to talk.
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CLAUDE
Yes we do. Simon, give me your car 
keys.

CARMEN
I don’t really like this whole scheme.

CLAUDE
It was your idea, Carmen. Can we please 
talk about this in the car?

CARMEN
Sure, but-

CLAUDE
Simon, give me your fucking car keys.

Simon complies.

CLAUDE
Thank you.

CUT TO: Carmen driving Simon’s car. Simon is sitting in the 
back seat. Claude keeps the gun pointed at him.

CARMEN
I just think Nathan is not a bad guy.

CLAUDE
He’s cheating on his wife. He should 
expect you to use that against him.

CARMEN
But I don’t think he does. I think he 
may have feelings for me.

CLAUDE
Why don’t you marry him, Carmen? I can 
be the best man.

CARMEN
I’m not a bad person, Claude, I’m not 
an user.

Claude pulls over violently.
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CLAUDE
I hate to break it to you, but you are 
the definition of a user, Carmen. This 
was your idea. You aren’t some kind of 
fairy tale princess. He is cheating 
with you, you don’t love each other. He 
is your play toy, just like all the 
other men you screw around with.

Claude takes the gun and turns around in his seat pointing 
the gun at Simon.

CLAUDE
You will step down as Vice President of 
Hawxicon. Do not come back, do not tell 
Hawthorn about this, do not pass go, do 
not collect two hundred dollars. If I 
see your smug little face at Hawxicon 
again I will put a bullet through it 
without blinking. Now get out of my 
car.

SIMON
Who the hell do you think you are? I’ll 
go to the cops.

CLAUDE
I think I’m not someone you want to 
cross.

Claude dangles the thumb drive from Simon’s computer in 
front of his face.

SIMON
That’s my thumb drive, how did you get 
it?

CLAUDE
You should be asking what’s on it.

SIMON
What is on it?

CLAUDE
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I think you know, and I don’t think you 
want it public. So you quit. Do we have 
an agreement?

SIMON
Yes.

Claude opens the door and pushes Simon out.

CARMEN
Jesus Christ.

CLAUDE
Relax, I don’t even have bullets. I got 
fired from his job for no reason, now 
it’s his turn.

CARMEN
I was talking about what you said to 
me.

CLAUDE
Do you disagree with me?

CARMEN
No I don’t. What dirt’s on that flash 
drive?

CLAUDE
No clue, but we’ve all have something, 
I just let him do the work for me.

8. INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Carmen enters a smokey restaurant and tosses her cigarette 
on the ground. She grabs an apron and notepad from behind a 
counter She approaches a table where Nathan and his wife 
and children are seated.

CARMEN
Are you ready to order?

NATHAN’S WIFE
I’ll have the caesar salad, and the 
children will have the chicken kids 
meal.
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CARMEN
Oh Mr. Hawthorn, I never thanked you 
for getting my friend that job.

NATHAN
What are you talking about?

CARMEN
You know, the Vice Presidential one. 
You hired my friend and saved your 
marriage.

Behind her Claude waves from the entrance to the kitchen, 
wearing a chef’s hat. Nathan’s face falls.

NATHAN’S WIFE
Oh that’s right, he just quit. I’m 
surprised you found a replacement so 
soon, Honey.

NATHAN
It was an easy decision. I had few 
choices really.

CARMEN
No, there were really no other choices.

Carmen walks out of the restaurant, throwing the apron and 
note pad on a table. A waiter looks at her questioningly.

CARMEN
I quit.

9. INT. HAWXICON - DAY

MONTAGE of Claude walking powerfully into a meeting at his 
new job. He shakes hands with Nathan.

NATHAN
Everyone, this is the new Vice 
President. 

(He whispers to Claude)
You have nerve, but I will destroy you 
and everyone you love for this.
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CLAUDE
So just me then.

10. INT. HAWXICON - NIGHT

Claude leaves his job late. The building is empty until he 
gets to the lobby where he is stopped by Keaton.

KEATON
What did you do?

CLAUDE
What are you talking about?

KEATON
I’ve been working at Hawxicon for five 
years, and I have gotten two 
promotions. Then you get hired out of 
the blue in higher position than me, 
after you were fired?

CLAUDE
Funny how that worked out. I’m sorry, 
maybe I can pull some strings to get 
you another promotion.

KEATON
You piece of shit.

Keaton starts attacking Claude. Claude pushes him away.

KEATON
I saw you drive away with Simon last 
night and I don’t know how you bribed 
him, but I am reporting you to 
Hawthorn.

CLAUDE
You do that.

KEATON
My god, he’s in on it too! I don’t know 
what kind of sick scam you’re running, 
but I’m reporting you to authorities. 
You and that woman you hang around.
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CLAUDE
What are you going to tell them, 
Keaton? That we’re suspicious?

Claude walks out into the parking lot. He pulls an orange 
prescription bottle from his pocket and shakes it around. 
Finally he pulls out a single pill and swallows it.

CLAUDE
You should be proud of me Keaton. My 
last one. I’m quitting. I haven’t had 
any since you supplied me, and this is 
my last one, in celebration. I’m far to 
important now to be muddled by Oxymorph 
when I’m trying to make executive 
decisions.

Claude throws the bottle.

KEATON
You won’t be making any important 
decisions Claude. I’m telling them 
about your old side job. Do you think 
people will be very happy that the new 
Hawxicon Vice President was selling his 
product to drug addicts on the side and 
abusing it himself?

CLAUDE
You wouldn’t dare! They would find out 
you do too.

KEATON
I’ll just drop them an anonymous hint 
to check the parking lot security 
cameras.

Claude has trouble keeping balance under the influence of 
Oxymorph.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
It wasn’t that I really cared that 
people would find out I was an Oxymorph 
addict. I wasn’t afraid of the 
punishment or humiliation.



!17

CLAUDE
I will not let you ruin this for me.

KEATON
What are you going to do, Claude? You 
know as well as I do that you fucked 
up. And yes I partly blame myself, but 
this time you are going too far. I 
helped you for months while you were 
out of a job, and this is how you repay 
me!

CLAUDE (V.O.)
No, I wasn’t afraid of retribution. I 
simply didn’t want Carmen to find out.

CLAUDE
I’m sorry, Keaton.

Claude pulls out Keaton’s gun and shoots him.

CLAUDE
This is how I repaid you.

11. INT. HAWXICON OFFICE - NIGHT

Claude enters his office where Carmen is sitting.

CARMEN
Well look at you, Mr. Vice President.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
Why did she care so much? I barely knew 
her.

CARMEN
Why so sad? We’re half way there! I 
made you a prince and I’m the princess.

Carmen tries to kiss him. He resists at first but starts 
kissing back. Then Carmen pulls away.

CARMEN
No, I can’t do this. I like you too 
much. I like you a lot, Mr. Bowers.
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CLAUDE
Don’t like me.

CARMEN
Don’t be humble.

CLAUDE
Someone I knew was threatening to 
report us.

CARMEN
And what did you do?

CLAUDE
I shot him.

CARMEN
Claude, that was never part of the 
plan.

CLAUDE
I had no choice. I didn’t know what 
else to do.

CARMEN
You could have done anything else!

CLAUDE
I’m sorry.

CLAUDE (V.O)
She couldn’t know that I was on 
Oxymorph.

CARMEN
Why are you apologizing to me? I’m not 
the one who is laying somewhere in a 
pool of blood!

CLAUDE
I swear Carmen, it wasn’t what I wanted 
to do, I didn’t want it to end up like 
this.
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CLAUDE (V.O)
I rather her think I was a murderer 
than an addict.

CARMEN
Then maybe you should think ahead 
before you go shooting people in their 
eye sockets. This was not how it was 
supposed to work!

CLAUDE
Carmen, please—

He reaches out to her.

CARMEN
No! Don’t touch me! Don’t look at me! 
See you in Hell.

Carmen storms out.

12. EXT. DOWNTOWN - NIGHT

Crying, Carmen wanders downtown. Nathan approaches from 
behind her.

NATHAN
Well if it isn’t Satan’s whore.

Carmen turns around, startled.

CARMEN
Nathan? No, you don’t understand! He 
made me do it! Claude is evil! Please 
help me.

NATHAN
Why should I take pity on you? For all 
I know you’re setting me up again.

CARMEN
If I was I’d have an answer to that 
question.
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NATHAN
Fair enough. But I say that mostly 
because I need company. Come with me, 
I’m trying to find a present for my 
wife and I need a woman’s opinion.

CARMEN
What’s the occasion?

NATHAN
She thinks I’m cheating on her.

CARMEN
Well you were.

NATHAN
I am, that’s why I need a present.

They walk past a shaking homeless woman holding a mug for 
coins who pops an Oxymorph pill in her mouth.

CARMEN
I don’t I have any change, do you?

NATHAN
Why would I give her money? Whatever I 
give will just come back to me.

CARMEN
You don’t know that, she needs to eat 
too. And anyway, you need all the good 
karma you can get.

NATHAN
Let me let you in on a little secret. 
Oxymorph is both too addictive and too 
expensive for her to spend money on 
anything else.

CARMEN
Don’t you care?

NATHAN
No. How do you think I can afford a 
wife and two mistresses? It’s people 
like her that make my world go round.
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He bows melodramatically to the woman and tosses a coin 
into her cup.

13. INT. OFFICE - NIGHT

Claude sits at his desk, turning the gun over and over in 
his hands. He picks up the phone and dials.

CLAUDE
Hello, Susan? Who? No I don’t need to 
speak to her.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
Apparently Susan had recently gotten 
engaged to someone named Dan, and 
knowing Susan’s taste in men, he was 
probably a low-life.

He hangs up the phone and pulls a bottle of Oxymorph out of 
a draw and looks at it. Carmen quickly comes into the room, 
looking flustered. He puts the bottle on the desk in front 
of him.

CARMEN
He needs to die.

CLAUDE
A lot of people do, but so what? I’m a 
hired gun now?

Carmen takes out a cigarette. Claude takes one himself and 
lights both of them.

CARMEN
I thought you didn’t smoke.

CLAUDE
I didn’t.

CARMEN
Claude, killing a man is heinous, but 
Nathan Hawthorn is no man. He ruins 
lives just so he can have extra cash.
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CLAUDE
Not to mention firing me because I was 
smarter than him.

CARMEN
Please Claude, you’ve got to help me. 
Don’t forget that as Vice President you 
would run the company when he dies.

CLAUDE
I suppose that’s what’s in it for me. 
So how are we going to do this? It 
can’t look like murder.

14. INT. CEO OFFICE - NIGHT

Claude and Carmen enter Nathan’s office.

NATHAN
Ah, my two little saboteurs. Would you 
like a drink? Maybe a nice shot of 
lead?

CARMEN
Claude and I have come to apologize.

Nathan stands up and turns away from them to close the 
curtain and retrieve a gun. While he’s talking, Carmen 
takes out an orange Oxymorph bottle and tips the pills into 
Nathan’s Whiskey.

NATHAN
Oh ho ho! Apologize? Apologize for 
blackmailing me, ruining my marriage 
and changing the course of my company? 
I don’t think so. If you would like to 
apologize, feel free to borrow this gun 
and use it to get out of my life 
forever.

Nathan sets a gun on the desk.

NATHAN
Please, be my guest. The ammunition is 
on the house.
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Nathan takes a drink of Whiskey. Carmen and Claude just 
stare at him.

NATHAN
Let me tell you a story about an ant 
and a bird.

He takes another swig of coffee.

NATHAN
The ant spent all year collecting 
little bits of food to eat. He would 
walk back and forth to get it, and it 
would take a long time.

He drinks more coffee. His words begin to slur.

NATHAN
The bird would meanwhile fly around 
picking up some big stuff and eat it. 
But the ant…took all year to get one 
little bit. Then the bird…ate the ant 
and I’m a bird…

Nathan slumps forward shaking and retching.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
It only takes five milligrams of 
Oxymorph to overdose. If Nathan 
Hawthorn was a bird, we were the ants 
that ate the injured bird alive.

CLAUDE
I guess that makes me king.

CARMEN
What are you going to do about the 
addicts?

CLAUDE
What do you mean?

CARMEN
This is our chance to use our power to 
help people the way I helped you. You 
can’t let them have Oxymorph.
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CLAUDE
How do you think this company makes 
money? And how would I keep Oxymorph 
from the addicts? That’s the DEA’s job, 
not mine.

CARMEN
You are just as bad as he was.

CLAUDE
This was the goal, Carmen! I would 
become CEO and I would share the wealth 
with you. You could become a fancy 
society girl again. What else do you 
want me to do? I have to run a 
corporation.

CARMEN
I was wrong about you. You are just as 
bad as he was. You were a big company 
executive back then and you still are.

CLAUDE
Don’t you understand? I was never the 
Vice President of Hawxicon. I was just 
a middle manager. I was fired because I 
was taking Oxymorph from the labs. But 
then you showed up. I’m the king now! 
I’m in a better position then I have 
ever been in my life! I’m the CEO of a 
company and I’ve been off Oxymorph for 
weeks.

CARMEN
You are the king of of nothing, Claude! 
You are the ruler of homeless addicts! 
How is that success?

CLAUDE
What do you want me to do? Stop 
producing Hawxicon’s main source of 
income? Quit? Fire everyone?

CARMEN
You better do something.
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Carmen storms out. Claude pulls a jar of pills from a 
drawer and opens it he puts some in his mouth but then 
spits them out, throwing the rest of the pills across the 
room. He pushes the papers on the desk onto the floor and 
proceeds to ransack the office, throwing papers and 
knocking orange pill bottles onto the floor in rage. 
Finally he sits down across from the dead Nathan and starts 
sobbing, putting his head on the desk.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
That broad could be really exasperating 
sometimes. I knew she was probably 
right though, and I owed her a lot. I 
figured we would work something out 
later.

15. INT. CEO OFFICE - DAY

Claude is still asleep on the desk. Carmen enters quietly 
starts picking up the papers from the ground. She is 
putting them away at first but starts collecting them 
instead. She eventually begins faxing the documents. 

CUT TO: Carmen sitting hunched in a corner of the room, 
crying. She brushes the reflection of her face on the 
reflective cabinet door with her hand.

CUT TO: There’s a knock at the office door. Claude jerks 
awake and goes to answer it. DAVID and three DEA Agents, 
DAVID, MURRAY and BETH enter and cross the room to speak to 
Nathan.

MURRAY
Hi there, we’re from the DEA. What’s 
wrong? Late night, Hawthorn? Someone’s 
been faxing enough incriminating 
documents from this office to put you 
away for life. You should check on the 
loyalty of your employees.
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DAVID
Wow, he’s out cold. Come on Nathan, 
time to get up, you’re going to owe us 
big time for turning a blind eye on 
this one.

David shakes Nathan to try to wake him up.

MURRAY
Yep, you’re going to have to be a 
bigger snitch than this snitch with the 
fax machine was. We know you’ve got 
some names.

DAVID
Murray, I don’t think he’s okay. Beth, 
can you get an ambulance up here?

Claude pulls out his gun and points it at David.

CLAUDE
You are not calling anyone. We are 
leaving now, and you three are going to 
sit right here until we are long gone.

Claude pulls keys from Nathan’s pocket and grabs carmen as 
his hostage. He locks the DEA agents in the CEO office and 
drags Carmen out to a sports car in the parking lot. They 
get in and he speeds away. 

CUT TO: Back in the office.

MURRAY
Beth, I guess you better call someone. 

DAVID
Donut?

MURRAY
Yes.

As they drive, Carmen looks at the gun sitting between the 
seats.
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CLAUDE (V.O.)
I drove. I didn’t know where I was 
going, but I wanted to get away. I 
wanted to get out of this Oxymorph 
soaked town. I wanted it to burn. There 
was not a lump of humanity left here. I 
didn’t care where I was going, I didn’t 
care if I had to return to the streets, 
as long as they were streets in a 
different town.

Carmen finally picks up the gun and points it at Claude.

CARMEN
Pull the fuck over you sleaze bag!

Claude ignores her. Carmen shoots the gun into the celling 
of the car.

CARMEN
I said pull over!

Claude spins the car off the road and brakes quickly.

CARMEN
Get out of the car.

Claude angrily gets out of the car.

CLAUDE
Just shoot me now, Carmen! You turned 
us in. We are as good as dead.

CARMEN
No Claude. I love you. I did everything 
because I love you.

CLAUDE
Well that was all great until you went 
and tore it all down.

CARMEN
I did that for you too. I couldn’t see 
you become Nathan. You are a good 
person, you are not a drug lord. There 
was no evidence that you had anything 
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CARMEN (CONT.)
to do with what Nathan was doing, you 
would have gotten off.

CLAUDE
And lost everything we worked for! Why 
do you care so much? You did all this 
so you could become rich and popular 
again, didn’t you?

CARMEN
Claude, I was never rich and popular. I 
barely knew my parents, they gave me 
nothing. I ran away to become an escort 
because it sounded easy and glamorous. 
I never went to Yale. I left Las Vegas 
to become anything else, anything at 
all.

CLAUDE (V.O.)
And that’s when I remembered how I knew 
Carmen.

CUT TO: Flashback illustrating his narration.

CLAUDE (V.O.) (CONT.)
Right after I became engaged to Susan I 
got a promotion. I was walking home 
when I saw a homeless woman begging for 
change. It was Carmen. I felt so good 
at that moment I threw a few bills into 
her cup, and didn’t realize until I’d 
gotten home that I’d accidentally given 
her two hundred and fifty dollars.

CUT TO: Back to scene.

CARMEN
For a little while that money changed 
my life. I bought food and a pretty 
dress and I discovered I could sneak 
into parties.

CLAUDE
It was all for me.
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CARMEN
Yes.

CLAUDE
I’m such a fool.

CARMEN
We can make this right, Claude. We’ll 
change our names. Move somewhere else 
and get real jobs. We can sneak into 
parties together.

CLAUDE
Yes. Yes we can. I’m so sorry Carmen. 
I’m so sorry.

He begins to embrace her, as they kiss a gun shot goes off. 
They both looked stunned. The gun Carmen was holding 
accidentally went off, and Claude slumps to the ground.

CARMEN
No, Claude, no!

Carmen cries as she holds the dying claude in her arms.

16. EXT. URBAN AREA - NIGHT

Carmen, again homeless, sits around a flaming oil barrel 
with a few other homeless people.

HOMELESS MAN
So that’s my sob story. What about you? 
Who were you?

CARMEN
I was a queen once. I used to be 
someone. I was rich and pretty. I could 
get into any party. I was a queen and 
he was the king. We had everything.

HOMELESS MAN
King? What was he a king of?

CARMEN
Everything

THE END


